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beautiful imagery . . . more knowledge and description
of human life and manners than any prose book in the
language :  he has more delicacy and sweetness than any
mortal,   the   "gentle"  Shakespeare  hardly  excepted.'
Hazlitt equalled Coleridge and Lamb in this enthusiasm;
' when the name of Jeremy Taylor is no longer remem-
bered with reverence/ he declared,  ' genius will have
become a mockery, and virtue an empty shade/   These
are indeed high praises, and they come to us from sources
which we cannot disregard.    If any one who should,
however,  undertake to read (as I don't believe these
critics ever really read) the massive tomes of this ' Shakes-
peare of divines/1 is likely to meet with no small disap-
pointment.     Jeremy  Taylor's   works,   which,   in  their
modern reprint, fill nine closely printed volumes, belong
almost altogether to that class of theological, hortatory,
and devotional writing which has now but little interest,
save for special students of religious history.    He wrote
for his own age, but the concerns of that age are no
longer  ours;   the  controversies  in which he  engaged
have been almost forgotten ; the doctrines he expounded,
the ideals of piety and religion he upheld, have changed
their aspect, and have been stated in other terms ;  his
exhortations  and denunciations fall but  faintly upon
our ears.   A few fine passages in prose anthologies, a few
sentences in his praise from Coleridge and Lamb and
Hazlitt, preserve his fame;   but it is a fame at second
hand, a borrowed glory, and one that seems to be waning
with the years.

It is no superfluous task for a modern student to fix his
attention now and then on the fading splendours of these
ancient reputations. Although he may hardly hope to
restore their fame in its pristine lustre, he may yet find
elements in their work which are of enduring value ; and

1 The phrase is William Mason's, though it has been attributed
to Gray. See Mason's letter to Gray, of Jan. 8, 1761. (Gray's
LettersitQd. Tovey, Vol. II, p. 191.)